
Psalm 15 – Week of June 12 

 
Memory Verse: Psalm 15:1-2  
O LORD, who shall sojourn in your tent? Who shall dwell on your holy hill? He who walks 
blamelessly and does what is right and speaks truth in his heart. 

 

Of all the questions that have ever been asked, Psalm 15 captures the most important of all. 
What do you think David is asking in verse 1 when he asks, “O LORD, who shall sojourn in your 
tent? Who shall dwell on your holy hill?” What is being asked of God is “Who gets to live with 
You? Who gets to be a citizen of heaven?” Of course these are the most important questions 
because having a great life on earth and then spending eternity in hell would be a tragedy. 
What we want to ask of the LORD, who is the only One who can give us the answer, is this - 
“What does it take to be with You in heaven?” 

But here, we have to be very careful! Obviously, we cannot be like the rich young ruler who was 
looking for what he must do to inherit eternal life. Verse 2 gives the beginning of God's answer - 
“He who walks blamelessly and does what is right and speaks truth in his heart...” The reason 
we have to be careful is because on the surface this could be taken to mean - “Do these things, 
and you will earn your way to be with Me.” But this is NOT what this Psalm is teaching. 

We already know that there was only ONE who earned the right to live with the Father and be a 
citizen of heaven – only ONE who deserved to stand on the holy hill by His own merits – and of 
course that is the spotless Son of God! The perfect Lamb of God! The sinless Savior! Jesus, the 
Christ! 

So there are really TWO important ideas here – the first is to see that as the Psalmist continues 
the rest of the Psalm, he is NOT saying that we must achieve these things to gain access to 
heaven. What we must do is to put our faith and trust in the One who has earned that right for 
us. Children – do you know this? You don't get to live with God in heaven just by “being good.” 
We can never be good enough, and so we must believe in Jesus and ask Him to forgive us of our 
sins. 

It is the second important idea that this Psalm deals with here. This Psalm does not ask what it 
takes to earn a place in heaven. Rather, it is looking at what a life looks like for the person who 
is heading there. In other words, if God has saved me, what should my life look like? What we 
are seeing in scripture this month is a life marked by holiness. Once God has saved me, my life 
should begin to look different than the world. This is the sanctification process. So how should 
my life look different? 

Charles Spurgeon says that verse 2 reveals three areas that change – our Walk, our Work, and 
our Word. Our “walk” is how we live our life, and the answer in verse 2 is to walk blamelessly. 



Again, this obviously does not mean to be sinless, but are we being careful to live our lives in 
such a way that no one could bring a serious accusation against us? Another interpretation is to 
walk “uprightly,” and the picture is like a man on a tight-rope. As long as he stays “upright” his 
way is unhindered, but if he leans to the right or left, his progress is stopped. So the question is, 
are we seeking to live in such a way that honors the profession we have made as a Christian - 
does our Walk match our Talk? 

A second area is our Work. Like James teaches, our faith will be accompanied by good works. If 
there is no “fruit” in our lives, this should be a concern. Eph 2:10 says “For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them.” God is working through us, and our lives should produce evidence of this 
in our works. 

The third area is our Word, as verse 2 says “...speaks truth...” As we grow in our Christian life, a 
change in our speech should be evident. V3 goes on to show the negative – what the Christian 
life does NOT look like. We should not slander or speak falsely and critically. We must guard our 
speech, 

Verse 4 then moves toward how we treat others. Do we honor someone in a high position that 
really does not deserve the honor, while we despise a strong Christian in a lowly position? We 
should respect a person's position, but do we treat people in high positions better strictly for 
our personal gain, while we ignore the truly Godly person in a low position? 

Finally, verse 5 is speaking of lending money to a person in trouble, but warns against doing this 
for the purpose of taking advantage of the situation. The second example speaks of giving a 
false testimony for money. In both examples, the righteous person does not take advantage of 
a situation for personal gain. 

As we look to live a life of holiness, we know that this is not to EARN our way to heaven, but is 
EVIDENCE of what God has done in us. We need to be careful in our walk, our work, and our 
word; and we need to avoid using situations to make us look better. Instead we need to strive 
to live according to Biblical principles. The end result in V5 and that we “shall never be moved.” 
We will remain strong and able to stand. 

Does a life of holiness sound boring and without reward? Tell me – who do you think is happier 
– the child who disobeys and sneaks a bite from a cookie when he is not supposed to, or the 
child who has obeyed all day and is rewarded by the Father with a cake that both will enjoy 
together well into the future? Let's seek to life a life honoring to our Father – not to earn His 
favor, but out of love to Him in response of the great mercy and grace He has lavished upon us! 
 

Written by: Greg Hostetler  


